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CONSTITUTION 
COAST INDIAN COMMUNITY 

of the 

RESIGHINI RANCHERIA 
CALIFORNIA 


PURPOSE 


We, the Indians of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 
Rancheria, in order to secure the advantages of local self-government 
for ourselves and our children, propose this constitution for 
ratification and approval pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act 
of June l8, 1934 (48 Stat . 984). 


- - -ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the community, through its "business council, 
shall extend over all territory included within the present 
rancheria and to such lands as may legally be added thereto. 

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The following persons are eligible for enrollment: 

(a) Those adults whose names are listed on the document . 

entitled: "Notice of Revocation of Plan for Distribution 

of Assets and Continuance of Federal Trust Relationship," 
who have not since the publication of that notice executed 
statements of withdrawal from membership. The notice on 
behalf of the Coast Indian Community (Resighini Rancheria) 
was published in the Federal Register, Vol- 37, No. 97, on 
May 19, 1972. 

(b) Persons of one-fourth (l/4) degree or more of Indian 
blood who are lineal descendants of those individuals 
specified in Section 1(a) of this Article". 


Lineal descendants of individuals eligible for membership 
under Section l(a) who have withdrawn their membership may 
also be eligible for membership upon approval of the general 
council provided they meet the one-fourth (l/4) degree of 
Indian blood requirement. 
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(c) Persons who have been adopted into membership by the 
general council in accordance with an adoption ordinance ■ 
which has been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 
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’ or his authorized representative, provided, only those 
persons who possess at least one-fourth (l/4) degree ; 

■ Indian blood shall be eligible for adoption. 

v • ’ . ....... 

.Sec. 2 . No person, who is otherwise qualified, shall be enrolled 
Iff, by reason of membership in another tribe or group, he has 
: received benefits or shared in the assets, of such tribe or group, 
except through inheritance. 

Sec . 3* An offici al membership roll shall be prepared in accord- 
: ance with an , enrollment . ordinance.. .which-. shall be adopted by -the 
general council and submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for 
; his approval. Such ordinance shall provide for an enrollment 
. committee and set forth the procedures bo be used in effecting 
enrollment and keeping the roll current.' 
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Sec . k. Withdrawal of Membership : Any person who wishes to with- 

draw from membership in the community must submit his withdrawal 
in writing to the business council president, who shall direct the 
enrollment committee to adjust its records accordingly. 

ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1. Business Council : The governing body of the Coast Indian 

Community shall be the business council composed of the following 
_five ( 5 ) officers of the community: president, vice-president, 

secretary, treasurer and councilman. Each member of the business 
council shall have equal voting rights. Except for the first election 
as provided for in A-rticle IV, Section 1, all members of the business 
council shall be elected for two ( 2 ) year terms and until their 
successors are duly elected and installed. The business council 
shall determine its own procedures and shall be authorized to act, 
except as otherwise provided in this constitution. 


Sec . 2. The general council, composed of a~n members of the 
community who are at least eighteen (l 8 ) years of age, shall exercise 
those powers reserved to it in this constitution. 


ARTICLE IV - ELECTIONS 

Section 1. The first election of officers under this constitution 
shall be conducted within sixty ( 60 ) days following its effective 
date. At that election, the president and secretary shall be elected 
to two ( 2 ) year terms while the vice-president, treasurer and 
councilman shall be elected to one (l) year terms. Thereafter, there 
shall be annual elections and terms of office shall be on a staggered 
basis, for two years and until a successor is elected and installed. 
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Sec. 2. Election Ordinance . All community elections shall be 
conducted in accordance with an election ordinance which shall be 
“proposed by the ‘business council and ratified by the general council. 
JTbe election ordinance shall provide for fair elections , secret 
balloting and a method for settling election disputes shall be in- 
cluded among its provisions. 

Sec . 3* Voter Qualifications . A voter must be an enrolled member 
Of the community and at least eighteen (l8) years of age on election 
-day. 

Sec . 4. Qualifications of Candidates . To serve as an officer,, a 
person must be an enrolled member of the community and be at least 
.twenty- one (2l) years of age. 
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ARTICLE V - POWERS 

Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, the powers of the 
community shall be exercised by the business council. 

Section 1. The community shall have such powers as are authorized 
hy the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 924) 
and such powers and responsibilities hereinafter provided subject 
to any limitations imposed by the statutes or Constitution of the 
United States . Such other powers as may have been customary and 
sanctioned before the adoption of this constitution shall continue. 

Sec . 2. Approval . Except when required by law, al 1 decisions of 
the community may become effective without approval by the Secretary 
of the Interior or his authorized representative . Included among 
those actions which require Secretarial approval are the following: 
enrollment procedures, including adoptions and loss of membership, 
and the leasing of trust lands . 

Sec . 3. Specific Powers . In addition to other powers, the business 
council shall be authorized to exercise the following: 

(a) Establish a housing authority. 

(b) Create subordinate boards or commissions for the purpose 
of establishing and operating economic enterprises. 

(c) Negotiate and enter into contracts with government or 
private agencies. 
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(d) No community land or interest' in land shall ever be sold 
or mortgaged, except that for the purpose of sharing in the 
Farmers Home Administration loan program designed to help 
Indian groups purchase land in trust, those lands being 
jpurchased may be mortgaged as required by such Act. (84 Stat. 
120 ) 

ARTICLE VI - BILL OF RIGHTS 

The protections guaranteed to persons by Title H of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 77 ) against actions of a tribe in exercising 
its powers of self-government, shall apply to the Coast Indian 
Community. 


ARTICLE VH - MEETINGS 

Section 1. Business Council . Meetings shall be held quarterly on 
dates to be established by the business council. Special meetings 
may be called at the discretion of the president and shall be called 
by him at the request of any three ( 3 ) members of the business 
council. 

Sec . 2. General Council . Meetings shall be held annually during the 
month when election of officers is scheduled. While the primary 
purpose of the annual meeting shall be to elect officers, the conduct 
of community business may also take place at sucb session. Special 
meetings of the general council may be called at the discretion of 
the president and shall be called and conducted by h-im at the 
written request of any six (6) members of the community. 

Sec . President’s Report . The president shall give a report to 
the general council at the annual meeting as to the accomplishments 
and activities of the business council; He shall also keep the 
community members advised of such activities throughout the year 
through newsletters and other possible means. 

ARTICLE VIH - AMENDMENT 

Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by a majority vote 
of the general council or the business committee. They shall be 
ratified by a majority vote in an election authorized for that purpose . 
by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least fifty (50) 
percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in the election. 

Amendments shall be effective from the date they are approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 



ARTICLE IX - RATHTCATIQN 


This constitution, when legally ratified "by a majority of the adult 
members of the community voting at an election authorized for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, vherein at least fifty (50) 
percent of those entitled to vote shall vote, shall be effective from 
the date of approval by the Secretary of the Interior. 
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APPROVAL 




, Commissioner of Indirn 




-Affairs /'by 'virtue of ’the -authority granted to the J Secretary of 
the Interior by the Act of June l8, 193^ (*8 Stat. S^T), « amended, 
and delegated to me by 230 EM 1.1, do hereby approve the foregoing 

i 

constitution and bylaws of the Coast Indian Community of the 
Resighinl Rancheria. 


( r / ' 




Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


Washington , D. C 

_ kS. 
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Date: 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 



I, 4fe, . Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - Indian 

Affairs (TriJMil Services) , by virtue of the authority granted to the 

Secretary of “ the Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984) , as 

aaended, and delegated to me by 230 D.M. 2.4, do hereby approve Amendment 

No. I to the Constitution of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 
Rancheria, California, Provided, That nothing contained in this approval 
shall be construed as authorizing any action under the constitution as 
amended that would be contrary to Federal law. 



Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - 
Indian Affairs (Tribal Services) 


Washington, D. C 


Date: 


FEB " 5 1990 




United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, D C. 20245 


IN JLEPLY KETCH TO: 

Tribal Government Services - TR 


FEB 51990 



THROUGH : SACRAMENTO AREA DIRECTOR 


Mr. Karole Overberg 

Superintendent, Northern California Agency 

P. 0. Box 494879 

Redding, California 96049-4879 

Dear Mr. Overberg: 

We have received the results of the election held on January 3, 1990, by the 
qualified voters of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini Rancheria. 
The election was called in accordance with an order issued on November 7, 
1989, by the Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (Tribal 
Services) which permitted the qualified voters of the Coast Indian Community 
of the Resighini Rancheria to vote on the adoption or rejection of a 
constitutional amendment which would change the membership criteria by 
eliminating the dual enrollment prohibition. 

As evidenced by the completed Certificate of Results of Election, Amendment 
No. I was duly adopted by a vote of 18 for and 4 against in an election in 
which at least fifty percent (50%) of the 34 members entitled to vote cast 
their ballots. 

Amendment No. I, as adopted, is hereby approved pursuant to the authority 
granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended, and delegated to me by 230 D.M. 2.4. Please deliver 
the enclosed original of Amendment No. I together with the Certificate of 
Approval to the community. 


Sincerely, 

B. 




Enclosure 


Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - 
Indian Affairs (Tribal Services) 
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Memorandum 
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to : 

Superintendent, Roopa Agency 

date: 


Attention: Tribal Operations 

i, 

FROM : 

Area Director, Sacramento, CA 

. 

subject: 

Resighini Rancherla 

* . 
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date: januarh 25, 1977 

-'-—r* — ^, *■ • /.'** 

“ ti - , 


The Resighini Rancherla Ordinance No. 76-1 and Resolution No. 77-1 
have been reviewed by this office, . Both documents are being returned 
approved, for distribution to the members of the Resigh ini Rancher ia. 

(Sgd.) William E. Finale 

Willlaa E. Finale 

* >L 

Attachments 

cc: Central Office, Attn: Tribal Govt. Services, 
v/cc attchmts 
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COAST INDIAN COMMUNITY 
OF THE 

RESIGHINI RANCHER I A 
ORDINANCE NO. 76-1 


WHEREAS* the constitution of the Coast Indian Community of the 
Resighini Rancheria was adopted by. the membership on 
February 20* 1975, and approved by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs on April 10, 1975. 


WHEREAS, the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini Rancheria 
does not- have an official membership roll and desires 

'L 

to prepare this roll in accordance with- the Constitution 
/~\ : and . 


KUtt, THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED that the Coast Indian 

Community of the Resighini Rancheria does hereby adopt 
'the following rules and regulations and procedures to 
govern the enrollment of members into the Coast Indian 
Community of the Resighini Rancheria in the development 
of the initial roll and keeping the roll on a current 
basi s . 

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS 

a. Secretary moans the Secretary of the Interior. 

* ■* * V 

b. s Commissioner means the Commissioner of Indian 
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Affairs. 

c. Director means the Area Director, Sacramento Area 
Office. 

d. Superintendent means the Superintendent, Hoop a 
Agency, Hoopa, Calif. 955-16 




COAST INDIAN COMMUNITY 
of the 

RESIGH INI RANCHERIA 
‘ « * 

RESOLUTION NO . ' 79 ' / 

RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS, tlae members of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 
Rancher ia at a duly called meeting convened for the 
purpose of conducting tribal business, and 

WHEREAS, the membership of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 
Rancheria did adopt an Enrollment Ordinance on June 23, 1976, 
arid 

WHEREAS, further clarification is required in wording of the following 
sections : 

• - - SECTION - 1 »— DEFINITIONS 

e. Indian blood means the total degree of Indian 
. blood derived from any tribe of the persons 
listed in Section l(a) and l(b) of the 
Constitution. Degree is determined by each 
. parent and dividing the total by two. 

SECTION 5. APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT 

a. Addition following last sentence (application 
. . forms attached). 

SECTION 7. APPEALS 

Entire Section deleted in Ordinance and the 
following substituted: 

. A person. disapproved for enrollment shall be 
advised in writing by the Enrollment Corcnittee 
of the reasons for their action and that applicant 
has the right of appeal to the Director within 
thirty (30) days following receipt of a rejection 
notice. If the Director sustains the decision 
of the Enrollment Corenittee, he shall notify the 
applicant of his decision and that applicant may 
appeal his decision to the Commissioner within 

■thirty ( 30 ) days follcwing receipt of tlie decision. 



■SECTION 2 
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SECTION 3 
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Indian blood means the total degree of Indian 
blood derived f om any tribe of the persons 
listed in Section 1(a) and 1(b) of the Constitution 


y/T,. 
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on^ano is determined by each parent and divid- 
ing the total by two. 

ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE 

An Enrollment Committee consisting of three (3) 
members shall be elected by the General Council within 
sixty (60) days, after the effective date of this 
ordinance. One member of. the Enrollment Committee 
shall be desiqnated to serve. as chairman. and the 
other two (2) members shall be elected, who shall 
attend all meetings of the Enrollment Committee. 

Enrollment Committee members shall be elected to 

£ 

serve throughout the. initial enrollment period. 
Committee members will be elected to serve two (2) 
years. 

PERS-OlfS-T-O- BE— EN-ROl-bT D 


Persons in the following category, whose written 
applications are filed within the ninety (90) day 
period prescribed by this ordinance, shall have 
their names placed on the initial membership roll: 

a. Those adults whose names are listed on the 

document entitled: "Notice of Revocation of Plan for 

Distribution of Assets and Continuance of Federal 
Trust Relationship", who have not since the publication 
of. that notice executed statements of withdrawal from 
membership. The Notice on behalf of the Coast Indian 
Community (Resighini RancheriaJ was published in the 
Federal Register, Vol. 37, No.. 97, on May 19, 1972. 

b. Persons of one-fourth {h) degree or more of Indian 
blood who cvre lineal descendants of those individuals 
specified in Section 1 (a) of this Article. 
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Lineal descendants of individuals eligible for 
membership under. Section 1(a) who have withdrawn 
their membership may also be eligible for membership 
upon approval of the general council provided they 
meet the one-fourth (k) degree Indian blood. 


c. Persons who have been adopted into membership by 
the general counci. 1 in accordance with an adoption 
ordinance which has been approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior, or his authorized representative, 
provided, only those persons v/ho possess at least 
one-fourth {%) degree Indian blood shall be eligible 
for adoption. 


SECTION- 4. ENROLLMENT POLICIES 

a. All persons desiring to be included on the 

r '' ' . membership roll must file a written application with 

. the Enrollment Committee.. Forms for this purpose 
will be furnished by the Enrollment Committee. 

b. If an individual otherwise eligible for membership 
under the provisions of Section 3 of this Ordinance 
has, at any time, relinquished his rights to member- 

t 

ship with the Coast Indian Community of the Resiahini 

* / 

Rancheria, such person shall not be enrolled. 



SECTION 5. APPLICATION FQP 'FHRQLl KENT 

a. For purposes of preparing an initial membership 
roll of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 
Rancheria, a period of ninety (90)days, beginning 
sixty (60) days after the effective date of this 
Ordi fiance, shall be allowed for interested and 
eligibl-e persons to file an application with the 
Enrollment Committee. 
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b. For. purposes of keeping the membership roll up- 
to-date, a person who believes he is entitled to 
enrollment with the Coast Indian Community of the 
Resighini Rancheria may file an application with 
the Enrollment Committee at any time. 

c. Application on behalf of a minor or mentally 
Incompetant person may be executed by a parent, 
natural or legal guardian or other person responsibl 
for his/her care. If a member of the Enrollment 
Committee or the Superintendent has knowledge of a 
minor or mentally incompetant person for whom an 
application has not been filed, such official shall 
complete an application for the person and file it 
with the Enrollment Committee. 

i. 



SECTION 6. DUTIES OF ENROLLMENT COKKITTEE 

* The Enrollment Committee shall review and arrive at 
a preliminary decision as to eligibility of the 
. . - applicant, based- upon tribal records, information 

presented in the application, or other sources of 
information. The Enrollment Committee shall refer 
the application, together with a statement of facts 
supoorting its preliminary decision, to the 
Superintendent with a request for the review of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs records for any additional 
data winch could either substantiate or refute the 
preliminary decision of the Enrollment Committee. 

The Superintendent shall prepare a statement containing 
information found in the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
records relative to the eligibility of the applicant 
and shall forward such statement to the Enrollment 
Commi 1 1 ee . 
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SECTION 7. APPEALS 



A person disaporoved for enrollment shall be advised 
In writing by the Enrollment Committee of the reasons 


appeal to the Director wi t hi n. thi rty (30) days follow- 
ing receipt of a rejection notice. If the Director 
sustains the decision of the Enrollment Committee, 
he shall notify the applicant of his decision and that 
applicant may appeal his decision to the Commissioner 
within thirty (30) days following receipt of the 
decision. If the Director ca.nnot sustain the decision 
.'of the Enrollment’ Committee , he shall instruct the 
Enrollment Committee to pl.ace the applicant's name on 
the roll. , The Enrollment Committee shall have' the 
right to appeal to the Commissioner. Such appeals 
shall be filed with the Superintendent and forwarded 
to the Director. Such appeals shall be filed within 
thirty (30) days from the date of potice of Director's 
decision. 


After all appeals have been determined, the Enroll- 
ment Committee shall affix a certification to the 
initial membership roll, certifying that the roll, 
to the best of their knowledge and belief, contains 
only the names of those persons who were determined 
to meet the requirements for enrollment prescribed 
by these regulations. The roll shall then be sub- 
mitted to the Director for his certification. 


Should t.he Commissioner subsequently find that a 
person misrepresented or omitted facts which might 
have made him ineligible or eligible for enrollment 
in the first instance his application should be re- 
evaluated in accordance with the prucedures for 
processing an original application. Any action for 
removal from the roll should be subject to the right 
of appeal by either party. 



' for their action and that applicant has‘ the right of 


o£‘CTTON~87 - CERTIFICATION OF ROLL 


SECTION 9. RE-EVALUATION OF APPLICATION 



The Enrollment Committee may re-evaluate disapproved 
applications after the limitations for appeals have 
expired if the applicant can produce evidence which 
apparently . woul d have made him eligible in the first 
instance, but which was not available when the original 
application was filed or duri.ng the appeal period. 

SECTION 10. KEEPING THE MEMBERSHIP ROLL CURRENT 

a. The Enrollment Committee shall be responsible for 
keeping the membership roll current, beginning one 
year from the date the Director certifies the initial 
roll and annually thereafter, by: 

1. Striking therefrom the names of persons who 
relinquish their membership in the Coast Indian 
Community, of the Resighini Rancheria and the names 
of deceased persons upon receipt of a death 
certificate or other evidence of death. 

2. Adding to - the" membershi p roll the names of persons 
requesting enrollment after the close of the first 
enrollment period, providing a written application 

is filed with the Enrollment Committee and the 
Ordinance are met. 

3. Adding t-©--th-e— membe-rs-h-ipL-rol 1 the names of persons 
who are adopted by the Coast Indian Community of the 
Resighini Rancheria, and such adoptions are approved 

! by the Secretary of the Interior., 

4. Making corrections, to the roll, such as correction 
of dates' of birth, degree of Indian blood, family 
relationship, etc,, provided corrections arc supported 
by satisfactory evidence. 

b. Any additions, deletions or corrections as covered in 
paragraphs a (1), (2), (3) or (4) above, must be 
submitted to the. Secretary of the Interior or his duly 
authorized representative for approval. 

( 
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SECTION 1 1 « USE O F MEMBERSHIP ROLL 

Unless otherwise directed by. the Congress of the United 
States; the membership roll, when certified to by the 
Secretary of the Interior or his duly authrorized 
representative, shall be used for all official purposes 
other then distribution of tribal assets. 

CERTIFICATION 


We, the undersigned, duly elected officials of the Coast 

Indian Community of the Resighini Rancheria, do hereby 

certify that the foregoing ordinance was. adopted by the 

members of the Coast Indian Community of the Resighini 

Rancheria at a duly called meeting on jk jt*' ,1976. 



a quorum being present, by a vote of rr' 1 "for" and 
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Dorothy/Frye^ lii-lliams President 
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(Sgd.) William E. Finale 

Area Director " • 
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Delores Nova, Treasurer 
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COAST INDIAN COMMUNITY OF THE RESIGHINI • RANCHERIA 
RESOLUTION NO. 
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AP.ROVLD jan 25 1977 

(Sgd.) William E. Finale 
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\ ~ If the Director cannot sustain the decision of 

the Enrollment Committee, he shall instruct the 
Enrollment Committee to place the applicant's . 
name on the roll . The Enrollment Committee shall 
have the right to appeal to the Commissioner. 

Such appeals shall be filed with the Superin- 
tendent and forwarded to the Director. Such . 
appeals shall be filed within thirty ( 30 ) days 
from the date of notice of Director's decision. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that . the membership of the 
Coast Indian Community of the Resighini Rancheria does 
• r ■ hereby amend the Membership Ordinance as .shown -above . 


CERTIFICATION 


We, the undersigned, duly elected officials of the Coast Indian 
Community of the Resighini Rancheria, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing resolution was adopted by the members at a duly called 
meeting on a ^ . o- V*> _ > 197$, by a vote of 7 "for" 

and | Against and has not been rescinded or amended in 

any way. - 





Area Director 


